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MJ Kenny, Former Senate Democratic Leadership Aide, Elevated to Partner  
  
Washington, D.C. (January 15, 2026) – Kountoupes Denham Carr & Reid, a premier bipartisan 
government affairs firm, today announced that MJ Kenny, former Deputy Floor Director for 
Senate Democratic Whip Dick Durbin (D-IL), has been named partner.  
  
“In his nearly seven years with the firm, MJ has become an indispensable advisor to our energy, 
tech, and telecommunications clients, navigating them through shifting political landscapes to 
secure significant policy victories. His elevation to partner is a testament to his relentless work 
ethic and deep, strategic expertise that our clients rely on every day,” said Lisa Kountoupes, 
founder and president of KDCR Partners. 
  
Prior to joining KDCR in 2019, Kenny served as Deputy Floor Director for Senate Democratic 
Whip Dick Durbin (D-IL), where he provided daily strategic advice to the Senator and members 
of the Democratic Caucus on pending matters on the Senate floor. For nearly a decade, Kenny 
advised Sen. Durbin and his staff on how best to advance the Senator’s legislative priorities 
receiving floor consideration from the 112th to the 116th Congresses. He also provided counsel 
on the Senate’s complex rules, knowing how to use the procedures of the institution to achieve 
legislative and political success both in the majority and minority. 
  
Since joining KDCR, Kenny has contributed to the firm’s steady growth through his specialized 
focus on appropriations, energy, environment, tech, and telecommunications policy. Leveraging 
his deep-rooted relationships within the Senate Democratic Caucus and his technical 
understanding of the regulatory landscape, Kenny has become a key architect of the firm’s 
outreach on permitting reform and AI policy. He has successfully advocated for innovators and 
traditional industry leaders alike, ensuring that their priorities are represented in the most critical 
legislative debates.  
  
“MJ’s mastery of Senate procedure and leadership dynamics has been a decisive advantage for 
our clients and has helped them win key provisions in appropriations packages, the NDAA, and 
landmark legislation such as the Inflation Reduction Act. As partner, MJ will be central to our 
strategic advocacy, as well as the continued growth of the firm,” said Lori Denham, partner and 
chief operating officer of KDCR Partners.  
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Kenny becomes a partner as KDCR’s clientele has grown to more than 60 clients, including 
Airbnb, American Public Transportation Association, Best Buy, Coca-Cola, Constellation 
Energy, CVS Health, Pinterest, TerraPower, T-Mobile, United Way, and Volvo Cars. 
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CONTACT: 
Julia Horman Grocholl, julia@kdcrpartners.com, 208-521-7232 
 
  
About Kountoupes, Denham, Carr & Reid 
Kountoupes Denham Carr & Reid is a bipartisan, results-driven firm that offers clients invaluable 
counsel in navigating the legislative and political landscape in Washington, D.C. 


